Potatoes in Practice 2010

Standard Plot Treatments

Potato Cyst Nematode: Where potato cyst nematode is present, nematicide will be incorporated pre-planting.  (The ground area intended for trials is sampled for PCN in October of the preceding year; the same area is sampled again for PCN after harvest of the trials.)

Fertiliser: without irrigation and with haulm destruction at the end of August, the maximum N needed is 147 kg/ha; the basal rate of fertilizer will be adjusted according to the level of soil N reserves pre-planting.

Herbicide: herbicide seal will be applied after drills have been closed and before crop emergence; any emerged weeds will be burnt off with a contact herbicide prior to crop emergence.

Blight control: PROTECTANT sprays to start as soon as crop emerges and continue at 14-day intervals, reducing to 10 or even 7 days if 'warnings' are issued or if irrigation is being used.

Aphid control: regularly - sometimes at night re: bees/flowering - if aphids present (can be combined with fungicide applications).

Haulm destruction: Reglone will be used.

Harvest: mid-September if requested (charge) (students by hand).

