Announcement of ISTRO Working Group F meeting to all ISTRO members and colleagues:

Applications of Visual Soil Evaluation

Monday and Tuesday 16th and 17th May 2011

Research Centre Flakkebjerg, Denmark
With a follow-up day Knowledge Transfer day for advisors, farmers and policy makers on 18th May 2011

There has been a good level of interest in the proposed Visual Soil Examination and Evaluation (VSEE) meeting in Denmark. For the first two days, 16th and 17th May, VSEE members, colleagues and ISTRO members are invited. A more general invitation to relevant advisors, consultants etc. will be made for the Knowledge Transfer meeting on Wednesday 18th May. Please note that on Wednesday only those involved in the methods chosen for demonstration need attend.
Background:
At the previous meeting in Peronne in May 2005, ten different methods of assessing soil structure by visual and tactile methods were compared. The methods were assessed on three contrasting tillage treatments on a silt loam and suggestions were given for amalgamation of parts of or of entire methods. The report of the meeting is at: http://iworx5.webxtra.net/~istroorg/download/WG%20Visual%20Soil%20Structure%20Assessment_Field%20meeting.pdf One of the recommendations was to combine three topsoil assessments into one spade test and this has borne fruit in the shape of the Visual Evaluation of Soil Structure guide (VESS) and web page http://www.sac.ac.uk/knowledge/soils/vess  The meeting recommended that further links are established between methods. Having established the VESS, we felt that a method of evaluating subsoil structure would be useful to help farmers decide on subsoiling and this was discussed at an intermediate meeting at Edinburgh in January 2009. A subsoil quality assessment was drafted. A common theme for both topsoil and subsoil was to be able to identify conditions where loosening was required possibly by use of a harmonized scale. Another point raised at the Peronne meeting was the need to relate sampling location to vegetation and crop conditions and the results of visual evaluation to crop performance. This has been done successfully with the New Zealand VSA test which has now been extended to the assessment of environmental conditions such as potential greenhouse gas emissions and potential carbon sequestration. The other recommendation from the Peronne meeting was that we work on sandy soils and from the Edinburgh meeting that we consider controlled traffic. The meeting will be held at Aarhus University, Research Centre Flakkebjerg, which is located 1h drive from Copenhagen.

http://agrsci.au.dk/en/om_djf/centre/forskningscenter_flakkebjerg/ 

The soil is sandy loam developed on till moraine with a low organic matter content and will have treatments of contrasting tillage and controlled traffic levels where methods can be evaluated.
Objectives: 
To discuss subsoil methods, to exchange experiences in using different visual methods, to begin to harmonize their scales and to relate visual methods to environmental losses.
Draft programme:
Monday 16th May Volunteered presentations on method descriptions and the relationship of visual soil structure to crop and environmental conditions and other soil qualities
Tuesday 17th May Field demonstrations of methods, with the main emphasis on subsoil characterization and a summary at the end of the day

Wednesday 18th May Knowledge Transfer day. Field demonstrations of the Visual Evaluation of Soil Structure method (VESS) and the Graham Shepherd Visual Soil Analysis (VSA) method plus one subsoil method (tba) to advisors, farmers and policy makers. 
 
Offers of presentations in the form of one page abstracts should be sent to the organisers by January 31st (revised deadline) If you intend to demonstrate a method on Tuesday, please send details of the method, including any web description, and how you intend to demonstrate it by January 31st. It is intended to publish presentations and descriptions of demonstrated techniques in a special issue of Soil & Tillage Research. The home page for the seminar with information on the workshop and possibility at a later date for online registration and payment (both for the workshop and the KT day) is: www.agrsci.au.dk/VSEE.
Accommodation should be available at a reasonable price at Hotel Antvorskov (www.hotelantvorskov.dk). The hotel is located 10 km from Flakkebjerg Research Centre. Single rooms cost 575 DKK (75 Euro) and double rooms 725 DKK (95 Euro). Booking can be done via the website.

Please let us know (bruce.ball@sac.ac.uk or lars.munkholm@agrsci.dk or 2033@tombatey.f2s.com) if you intend to come asap, and preferably before 31st January. The registration fee for the 2-day meeting will be 200 Euro and for the KT day 75 Euro.
